Texas Meningitis Vaccination Law Information
As of January 1, 2014, incoming Texas college students under 22 years old must be immunized against bacterial meningitis before
they enroll in an institution of higher education.
The new law mandates that first-time college students, students transferring from another institution, and students who are rend
enrolling following a break of at least one fall or spring semester be inoculated against the illness. SB 1107 passed during the 82
Legislative Session expands a previous requirement that applied only to college students new to campus housing.
It is imperative that new Wade College students who plan to enroll be vaccinated as soon as possible. Under the law, new college
students must have received the vaccine within the past five years. Proof of inoculation is required 10 days before the start of the
student’s matriculating trimester as the vaccine is considered effective several days after it is administered. Limited exemptions are
specified in state law.
What is bacterial meningitis?
Bacterial meningitis is an inflammation of the membranes that cover the brain and spinal cord, according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. The illness can progress rapidly and cause death or permanent disabilities, such as hearing loss, brain
damage, or loss of limbs. Studies suggest that college students have a slightly higher risk of contracting the illness because they live
and work in close proximity. More information is available online at www.cdc.gov/meningitis.
Do I have to get the meningitis vaccine?
You are required to show proof that you have received the meningococcal meningitis vaccination if you are under 22 and are a firsttime Wade College student; a student transferring from another institution; or a student who is re-enrolling following a break of at
least one fall or spring trimester.
The vaccines recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention – MCV4 and MPSV4 – offer protection against
meningitis groups A, C, Y and W-135. Currently MCV4 and MPSV4 vaccines are the only vaccines accepted under state law. Please
visit the CDC website at http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd-vac/mening/vac-mening-fs.htm for more information.
As an international student, am I required to comply with the vaccination requirement?
Yes, international students also must file proof that they have received the vaccination by the specified deadline. Wade College
strongly encourages international students to get the meningitis vaccine in their home country.
Are there any exemptions to this requirement?
A student to whom the law applies may be exempted from the requirement only if he or she presents an affidavit from a physician
stating that the physician believes that the vaccination would be injurious to the student’s health and well-being. Conscientious
exemptions for reasons including religious beliefs may be requested in writing through the Texas Department of State Health
Services.
Information
about
requesting
a
Conscientious
Exemption
is
available
online
at www.dshs.state.tx.us/immunize/school/default.shtm or by contacting the agency at 512.458.7111.
The completed original exemption form, along with the cover sheet, must be mailed to Wade College at: 1950 N. Stemmons
Freeway, Suite 4080, LB #562, Dallas, Texas 75207.
Where can I get the meningococcal meningitis vaccine? How much does it cost?
Contact your primary care physician. The price of the meningitis vaccination depends on your insurance coverage and your
physician’s practice. Some insurance plans require a co-payment for preventative vaccinations; others may fully cover the cost. The
vaccine may also be available at area health care clinics and pharmacies.
To check availability at Dallas County Public Health locations, contact the agency at 214.819.2163 or find information online
at www.dallascounty.org/department/hhs/immunizationhours.html.

How do I submit records proving that I have received the meningococcal meningitis immunization by the mandated deadline?
Proof documents should be mailed directly to Wade College, 1950 N. Stemmons Freeway, Suite 4080, LB #562, Dallas, Texas 75207.
Students who fail to submit proper documentation may not be allowed to enroll or attend classes.
What type of documents will be accepted as proof that I have been vaccinated against bacterial meningitis?
Required documentation must be written in English; state your name and date of birth; clearly state that the meningitis vaccine was
administered to you; and cite the month, day and year that your vaccine was administered. You may submit one of the following
acceptable documents:
(1) A statement provided by a physician or other health care provider authorized by law to administer the required vaccine;
(2) A copy of your official immunization record issued by a state or local health authority in your country that states when you
received the vaccine; or
(3) An official record from another higher education institution, including those in another state, certifying that you have received
the vaccination.
What happens if I I do not submit my vaccination documents on time?
Students who do not submit the proper vaccination documentation on time and/or who have not received the meningitis vaccine 10
days before the first class day of the trimester may be dropped from classes and will not be allowed to enroll for the trimester.
Why do I have to be vaccinated 10 days prior to the first class day?
The meningitis vaccination requires 10 days to take full effect.
When must I submit my vaccination documentation?
To ensure that their documents are processed in time to comply with the law, students should submit the necessary documentation
2 weeks prior to the day of registration for the trimester. Students will not be allowed to enroll without submitting timely proof that
they have complied with the meningitis vaccination law.

